
 

Figure 2. *Partner notification processes and related outcome measures 

STEP 1: Elicitation of sex 
partners             

- Percentage of index cases 
documented as offered at 
least one discussion for the 
purpose of partner 
notification with a 
healthcare worker with 
appropriate documented 
competency.

-Total number of partners 
by partnership type elicited 
for relevant look back 
period for STIs diagnosed 

-Median & range of partners 
elicited by partnership type

-Total number of partners 
elicited by index cases

-Mean number of partners 
elicited per index case

STEP 2: Establishing 
contactable sex partners

- Percentage of index cases 
having the outcome of (an) 
agreed contact action(s), or 
the decision not to contact, 
documented for all contacts

-Total number of 
contactable partners by 
partnership type

-Median and range of 
contactable partners by 
partnership type

-Number of index cases 
who stated they would 
notify at least 1 partner 
themselves

-Number of partners index 
cases could not or did not 
want to contact

-Total number of partners 
index case wished staff to 
notify their partners

-Number of index cases 
who agreed to deliver APT 
medication packs (to at 
least one partner)

STEP 3: Notifying sex 
partners 

-The ratio of all contacts of 
index cases of 
gonorrhoea/chlamydia/early 
syphilis who access a 
service commissioned to 
manage STIs within four 
weeks of the date of first PN 
discussion

-The number of all contacts 
whose attendance at a 
sexual health service was 
documented as verified by a 
HCW, within four weeks of 
the date of the first PN 
discussion.

-Total number of partners 
notified by partnership type 
(time to notification may 
vary by type of PN, ex: APT, 
online-TBD)

-Median and range of 
partners notified by 
partnership type 

-Number of partners by 
partnership type who were 
notified via patient referral, 
and via provider referral

-Number of partners per 
index case notified 

-Percentage of index cases 
who notified 1 or more 
partners

-Number of partners who 
were successfully notified 
by staff (of those index 
cases wanted them to notify)

-Number of index cases who 
agreed to give APT 
medication to at least one 
partner

STEP 4: Sex partners tested

-None

-Total number of partners 
tested by partnership type 
(in X days-TBD).

-Median and range of 
partners tested by 
partnership type 

-Total number of partners 
who tested positive by 
partnership type 

-Median and range of 
partners testing positive by 
partnership type 

-Proportion of partners per 
index case who tested 

-Proprotion of index cases 
with atleast one partner 
tested

-Number of main/casual/ex 
partners who tested 

-Number of partners tested 
for HIV/syphilis

-Number of partners who 
tested positive per index 
case

-Number of index cases 
with at least one partner 
positive

-Number of main/casual/ex 
partners testing positive 

-Time until partner  tested 
positive

STEP 5: Sex partners 
treated

-None

-Total number of partners 
treated by partnership type  
(reported by index case and 
verified by HCW)

-Median and range of 
partners treated by 
partnership type

-Percentage of partners 
verified as attending clinic 
for treatment

-Mean (SD) contacts treated 
per index case 

-Proportion of index cases 
with all sexual partners 
treated

-Number of main partner 
per index case treated

-Proportion of contactable 
partners treated within 60 
days of index case 
diagnosis

-Number of partners 
treated/receiving 
epidemiological treatment 
per index case (4/6 weeks 
post index case treatment)

-Number of partners / 
Number of index cases with 
at least 1 partner treated 
within 28 days

-Mean time from initial 
index case visit to known  
partner treatment

*Current BASHH PN auditable outcome measures 
*PN auditable outcome measures proposed during Delphi study by internal experts 
*Additional PN outcomes from literature review/guidelines 

 
 


