
Supplement 2. Partner notification processes (listed in white) and related process outcomes (listed in black) used in randomised control trials comparing effectiveness of PN strategies 

Elicitation of 
sex partners

• Total number of 
partners elicited/ 
identified / 
reported by 
index patients

• Total number of 
partners elicited 
per index case

• Mean number of 
partners elicited 
per index 

Establishing 
contactable 
sex partners 

• Mean number of 
contactable 
partners

• Number of 
contact cards 
handed put by 
contact tracer 
per index patient

• Number of index 
patients who 
stated they 
would notify at 
least 1 partner 
themselves

• Total number of 
partners index 
wished study 
staff to notify

• Total number of 
partners with 
sufficient 
information to 
investigate

• Number of 
partners index 
could not or did 
not want to 
contact

• Number of index 
patients who 
requested 
assistance to 
notify at least 
one partner

• Number of 
partners located 
by contact tracer

• Number of study 
subjects who 
stated they 
would deliver 
medication to at 
least one 
partner.

• Number of study 
subjects who 
arranged to 
obtain 
medication for a 
partner from a 
commercial 
pharmacy

• Percentage of 
index patients 
who 
acknowledged 
another 
university 
student as a 
sexual partner in 
the last 6 weeks 
and agreed to 
provide names 
of partners

Notifying sex 
partners

• Total number of 
partners notified

• Percentage of 
partners notified

• Percentage of 
traceable partners 
contacted

• Number of partners 
per index case 
notified 

• Percentage of 
indexes with 'all', 
'some' or 'none of 
partners contacted

• Percentage of 
patients who notified 
1 or more partners

• Percentage of index 
patients who reported 
seeing the partner

• Percentage of index 
patients reporting 
contacting 'all' or 
'any' partners

• Proportion of index 
patients in the self-
referral arm who had 
given each partner 
the information sheet 
listing the clinics 
where he could 
receive free treatment

• Percentage of index 
patients who had 
spoken to each 
partner about 
infection

• Percentage of index 
patients who had 
spoken to each 
partner about his 
need for treatment.

• Proprotion of index 
patients who told 
thier last partner they 
had sex with /current 
partner to take 
treatment

• Proportion of 
main/casual/ex 
partners notified 

• Number of partners 
who were 
given/posted HSKs by 
the index

• Number of patients 
who agreed to give 
medication to at least 
one partner (EPT arm)

• Number of subjects 
that successfully 
obtained medication 
for thier partner from 
a commercial 
pharmacy

• Proportion of women 
in the PDPT arm who 
had given each 
partner the 
azithromycin/told 
partner to get 
treated/gave booklet

• Number of partners 
who study staff 
successfully notified 
(of those index 
patients wanted them 
to notify)

Sex partners 
presenting 
for 
care/testing

• Total  number 
of partners 
presenting for 
care

• Proportion of 
partners 
preseting for 
care/ index 
patient

• Percentage of 
partners 
attending clinic 
within 8 or 
more days 
/within 1 
week/1 month 
after index 
patient 
attending clinic

• Number of 
index patient 
referred to 
GUM clinic who 
did not attend

• Time taken 
until partner 
presented at 
clinic following 
index 
diagnosis

Sex 
partners 
tested

• Total number 
of partners 
tested 

• Average 
number of 
partners 
tested per 
index case

• Proportion of 
partners per 
index patient 
who tested 

• Proprotion of 
index patients 
with atleast 
one partner 
tested 
(laboratory 
results for 
HSKs)

• Number of 
main/casual/e
x partners 
who tested 

• Percentage of 
partners 
identified by 
index who 
presented for 
testing 

• Time until 
partner 
testing (in 
days)

• Number of 
current 
partners who 
tested for HIV 
within 3 
months

• Number of 
partners 
tested for 
HIV/syphilis

Sex partners  
diagnosed 
with STI 
(tested 
positive) 

• Total number 
of sex partners 
who tested 
positive

• Number of 
partners who 
tested positive 
per index case

• Number of 
main/casual/ex 
partners 
testing positive 

• Number of 
index patients 
with at least 
one partner 
positive

• Time until 
partner  tested 
positive

• Number of 
partners who 
tested negative

Sex partners requiring 
treatment and time to 
it 

• Total number of partners 
treated/ receiving 
epidemiological treatment

• Total number of partners 
reported as “very likely” to 
have been treated or 
tested negative for STI 
(expressed as proportion 
of total number of 
partners)

• Total number of index 
patients who reported that 
all partners were 'very 
likely' to be treated or test 
negative (expressed as a 
proportion of total number 
of index patients)

• Mean (SD) contacts 
treated per index case 

• Percentage of partners 
identified by index who 
presented for treatment

• Percentage of partners 
verified as attending clinic 
for treatment

• Proportion of index 
patients with all sexual 
partners treated (clinic 
records)

• Proportion of contactable 
partners treated within 60 
days of index diagnosis

• Number of partners 
treated/receiving 
epidemiological treatment 
per index patient (4/6 
weeks post 
randomisation/index 
treatment)

• Number of partners 
treated within 28 days

• Number of index patients 
with at least 1 partner 
treated in 28 days

• Number of partners 
very/somewhat 
likely/unlikely/unknown to 
have taken medication

• Mean time from initial 
index visit to known  
partner treatment. 

• Percentage of index 
patients who reported 
checking to see whether 
partner was treated; that 
partner had informed them 
that they had taken 
medication; seeing partner 
taking the medication

• Total number of partners 
reported by index as havig 
received PDPT

• Percentage of index 
patients who, during 
interview following 2-week 
treatment, reported 
medication adherence

• Median time to treatment 
for partners with ‘≤30 days 
since sexual contact’, ‘>30 
days since sexual contact’ 
and current partners 
between study arms

• Mean time from initial 
index visit to known male 
partner treatment

• Number of main partner 
per index treated

Sexual 
behaviour of 
index patient 
post-treatment 

• Number of days 
waited befire 
resuming 
intercourse

• Percentage of index 
patients who 
reported that they 
had resumed sex 
withpartner by the 
time of first follow-
up

• Percentage of index 
patients who 
reported re-
initiating sex with 
baseline partner

• Percentage of index 
patients who 
reported 
unprotected sex 
before partner 
treatment

• Percentage of index 
patients who 
reported sex with 
partner unlikely to 
have been treated 
or test negative 
(expressed as 
proportion of total 
number of patients)

• Number of patients 
who do not 
anticipate having 
sex with a partner

• Percentage of index 
patients who 
reported 
unprotected sex 
with any partner

• Number (and 
percentage) of 
index patients who 
reported 1 or more 
acts of unprotected 
vaginal or anal 
intercourse in 
preceding 90 days, 
during follow-up 
interview 6 months 
after baseline

• Percentage of index 
patients who 
reported temporary 
abstinence from 
sexual intercourse 
during 14-day 
treatment period 
(during 2 weeks 
post-enrolment 
interview)

• Percentage of index 
patients reporting 
vaginal sex and 
condom use in last 
2 monthsduring 
follow-up

Reinfection with 
STIs of index 
patientsor test of 
core uptake

• Number of index 
patients returning 
for test of cure 
within 14 days of 
initial clinic visit

• Percentage of index 
patients cured upon 
re-test 5-9 days 
post-treatment

• Proportion of index 
patients with a 
positive chlamydia 
test result 6 weeks-
4 months after 
treatment for initial 
infection

• Proportion of men 
and women with a 
second episode of 
gonorrhoea and/or 
chlamydia occuring 
within 6 months of 
their initial 
diagnosis as 
ascertained through 
public health 
surveillance

• Reinfection rate for 
chlamydia 
measured through 
re-testing (using 
PTKs) every 3 
months over a 12 
month period

• Proportion of 
women who had 
one partner who 
was characterised 
as 'steady', and 
were rediagnosed 
with chlamydia at 
follow-up

• Number of index 
patients with 
laboratory 
confirmed 
chlamydia or 
gonorrhoea atthe 3-
to 6-month 
assessment (self-
collected vaginal 
swab assay)

• Pertinent or 
recurrentinfection 
with gonorrhoea 
and/or chlamydia in 
patients 3 to 10 
weeks after 
treatment/4 weeks 
after the initial clinic 
visit (with a window 
of 2-5 weeks)

• Re-infection rate of 
index patient (T. 
vaginalis clulture) 4 
weeks after the 
initial visit (with a 
window of 208 
weeks)

• Chlamydia test 
positivity among 
women aged 14-25 y 
at the community 
level

• Incidence of 
reported 
gonorrhoea in 
women at the 
community level

Other

• Percentage of index 
patients receiving partner 
services following 
diagnosis, at  population 
level

• Percentage of persons 
receiving PDPT (from their 
diagnosing 
clinicians/public health 
providers)

• Percentage of index 
patients reporting 
compliance with the PN 
intervention 

• Adverse events in PDPT 
group.

• Number of patients who 
believe it is "very likely" an 
identified partner gave 
him/her the STI

• Returned confirmation slip 
of PDPT or returned PTK. 

• Use of PDPT by medical 
providers

• Time interval between index 
treatment and dispensation 
of medication for partner

• Percentage of index 
patients who reported at 
initial PN interview that they 
were very or somewhat 
concerned that telling their 
partner of the chlamydial 
infection could result in a 
change in the relationship

• Percentage of index 
patients that reported being 
somewhat or very 
concerned that at least one 
sex partner would hurt or 
hit her if she told him that 
she had an STD or adverse 
events/instances of 
violence reported

• COST RELATED:

• Cost data based on clinic 
records of time spent on 
patient referrals with 
contact cards vs. contract 
referral 

• Mean cost per partner 
traced (materials, 
incentives, counselling & 
telephone time) in a trial 
involving 3 arms of 
enhanced patient referral 
involving counselling, 
and/or contact cards and/or 
followup)

• Cost effectiveness (cost per 
woman; cost per partner 
treated; incremental cost 
per partner treated) in trial 
of patient referral vs 
booklet-enhanced patient 
referral vs EPT 

• Cost per partner treated 
(clinic records) for trial 
comparing contract referral 
vs. provider referral vs. 
provider referral & field test 
for syphilis 

• PN method leading to 
treatment (partner 
treatment either : a) verified 
by the partner calling the 
APTHotline or attending the 
APTPharmacy, b) reported 
by the index at a follow-up 
telephone assessment 
conducted by health 
advisers 4–6 weeks after 
index treatment).


